
 ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
(618) 997-5190 - Office     (618) 997 -3375 - Newsline  

 

Zion Churchôs  Vision  and  Mission 
  

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians: 
Worshipping together 
Nurturing  future generations 
Studying and living  the teachings of the Bible 
Ministering  to each other, the community, 

and the world at large 
Bringing  the Good News of Godôs Grace to others 
Welcoming all into fellowship. 
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INTERIM THOUGHTS  

How ñJots and Tittlesò Can Create a Happier New Year 

 The meaning of scripture often turns on very small 
points. Take John 9:1-41, where Jesus applies a mudpack 
to a blind manõs eyes and instructs him to wash out the 

mud in a nearby pool. Lo and behold, when the man does as 
instructed, he begins to see. 
 This is a marvelous metaphor for Christõs healing power. 
However, it began with the kind of confusion that sometimes afflicts us 
today around real or presumed defects in othersõ lives. The disciples 
asked whether the manõs defect of blindness was caused by his sin or 
by his parentsõ sin. Their unquestioned assumption was that it was the 
result of someoneõs sin; someone was at fault; and they were concerned 
to assign the blame. 
 Jesusõ reply is muddled by most English translations, in my 
opinion. They seem to imply that Jesus acquitted both the man and his 
parents, but, in so doing, implicated God.  He said, òIt was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made 
manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it 
is day; night comes, when no one can work.ó (9:3-4) I am not so sure 
that I like the God very much who would let a baby be born blind and 
remain blind into adulthood, just so that Jesus could come along and 
demonstrate his power to do the works of God.  
 Happily, this is not the only reading that is appropriate to this text.  
An alternative reading turns on the jots and the tittles (Matt. 5:18 KJV).  

(Continued on next page) 



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 

òJotsó and òtittlesó refer to tiny markings, such as punctuation, that 
guide the reading and understanding of written text. The Greek 
manuscripts from which the English translations come had no 
punctuation. Thatõs right, none. Moreover, they tended to be written in 
all upper case letters with no breaks between words, sentences, and 
paragraphs. Punctuation, paragraphs, spacing, are all relatively 
modern inventions, done centuries after the manuscripts were written.  
 Read again Jesusõ two sentences above and note the punctuation. 
Now read it this way: òIt was not that this man sinned, or his parents. 
But that the works of God might be made manifest in him, we must 
work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes when 
no one can work.ó Quite a difference in meaning. The only alterations 
are a couple of periods and commas, latecomers to the text in any case. 

It is as though Jesus said, òIt really doesnõt matter who is to blame 
for his blindness, if anyone is. Our job is to make the kind of response 
God would make, regardless of whoõs to blame.ó Then Jesus proceeds 
to heal the manõs blindness as a way of demonstrating the responsive 
compassion ð instead of blame ð that we are called to bring to the 
world. We may not be able to work a miracle, but we are able to work 
compassion. We are able to shift from blaming to caring and 
encouraging. 
 God did not cause this manõs blindness, nor actively allow it, in 
order to provide himself with an occasion for demonstrating his 
power. In fact, causation and blame seem to be the furthest things from 
Jesusõ mind. What interests Jesus is discerning and doing the 
compassion of God, no matter what the situation that faces him. 

So, letõs forget blame. It is not our responsibility to assign blame. 
Our responsibility is to focus on the particular acts of compassion with 
which God would address the worldõs wounds through us. This is a 
worthy New Yearõs resolution: Give up blaming; enact compassion. 
This is the òmind of Christ.ó 

Let this mind be in us, which was also in Christ Jesusé. (Phil. 2:5-
11) 

Jerry 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Christopher Henshaw  

      Justin Bretthorst       Aaron Lee 

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        Jonathon Martin  

      Tim Broeking        David & Renee Miller  

      Chris Dahmer       Douglas Mohr  

      Hiram Dahmer        Elizabeth Shaw 

      Brian Finke       Zachary Smith 

      Chris Forcum       Jeremy Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Michael Friesland       Greg Strong 

      Daryl Hancock        Jonathan Travelstead 

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

Ms. Molly Carrel  Ms. Heidi Eckols 
3395 Indian Point Rd 11708 Michigan Drive 
Vienna, IL  62995-3631 Marion, IL  62959 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Forcum  Mrs. Lylah Hock  
PSC 41 Box 1868 C/O Hawthorne Inn  
APO AE 09464-0019 3116 Wmsn Cnty Pkwy #509 
  Marion, IL  62959 
 

Mr. & Mrs. James Phillips Ms. Virginia Powell  
1053 Oxford Hill Rd  2210 South Market St. 
OõFallon, IL  62269-6820 Marion, IL  62959 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Smith  
11708 Michigan Drive 
Marion, IL  62959 
 

Please note these address changes in your church directory.  Church 
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower.  Do not 
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out. 
 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

Jim Askew 
Bill Carroll 
*Colton Collier 
*Donald Fluck 
John Geittmann 
Kyla Hafeli 
Randy Houston 
Elaine Jacobs 
Erna Jennings 
Randy Jones 
Romelle Kaeser 
Carolyn Lee 
Callie May Lilly 
John Lilly 
*Walter Pape 
Rhonda Parton 
John Plummer 

*Carol Racey 
Ron Ruggles 
Martin Setter 
*Jessie Simmons 
*Chelsey Sims 
*Collin Sims 
Babe Smith 
Kelly Smith 
*Jack Sneddon 
*James Sneddon 
Bob Steveson 
Greg Strong 
Jean Travelstead 
Edie Vancil 
Betty Vaughn 
Brenda Woitke 
Velma Wolaver 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 We welcome any and all prayer requests, however in order to 
keep the list more manageable, new requests are retained for 
publication in two issues of the Herald.  The name is then removed, 
unless the church office is advised that the name needs to continue to 
be listed.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the church office.  Thank you. 

Sunday, Jan. 18, 2009 
New Member Sunday  

Every third Sunday is New 
Member Sunday at Zion UCC.  If 
you would like to join our 
congregation, please contact Rev. 
Jerry D. Keeney at (314) 707-2046. 

JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

Wow!  What a month filled with beautiful music!  Musicians of 
all ages have been extremely busy in the Ministry of Music at Zion.  
Since we did not do a childrenõs musical this year, the children and 
youth participated in the 10:30 worship service each week during 
Advent by lighting the Advent Candles and providing special music.  
The angel choir (Toddlers and Pre-K) rang jingle bells while dressed in 
their angel costumes.  They were soooooooo cute!  Some of the 
children assisted with an arrangement of The Friendly Beasts during 
the cantata.  We were blessed by our youngest soloists of the season 
dressed as a donkey, cow, sheep, and dove.  Our soloists were Lyric 
Younger, Peyton Younger, Adrianna Baysinger and Olivia Hillard.  
They were adorable.  The youth helped us to celebrate with Rev. Holst 
and his family as they sang Overjoyed!  on the 14th, and Katelyn 
Salzman sang Breath of Heaven on the 21st. 

Our instrumentalists also kept very busy during the season 
preparing special music.  A special thank you to Sharon Wilson who 
assisted us at the organ for the 10:30 service during December.  Thank 
you, too, to our pianists Karen, Sharolyn, and Toni.  Michelle 
Lazorchak provided 2 trombone solos during Advent:  I Wonder As I 
Wander and Mary, Did You Know?   Shailer Martin played a beautiful 
rendition of Away in a Manger  on the trumpet.  The Instrumental 
Ensemble also assisted us with hymns on the 21st. 

The Bell Choir continues to work hard and accompanied The 
Birthday of a King  on the 7th and played the prelude on the 21st 
entitled O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.  Gail and I played our first 
handbell duet called Stille, Stille, Stille  with Karen at the piano.   

The Chancel Choir and Friends presented Shine On Us on 
Sunday, December 7th  They did a great job!  Thank you to all of our 
singers and soloists ð Van, Jean, Gracie, Michelle, Tony, and Gail.  
Thank you to our narrators Paula and Pastor Jerry.  The choir also sang 
Will We Know Him When He Comes ?; Christmas Is Coming  (with the 
assistance of 4 bell ringers); and Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! 

Twenty of our children and adults also ministered to the 
community by caroling at Parkway Manor, Parkway Estates, and 
Hawthorne Inn on the 17 th.  We really appreciated everyone who made 
the special effort to come out on an icy day when school was cancelled.  
The residents all appreciated our efforts so much.  To all who helped 
with the music in December, thank you, thank you, thank you!  You 
were great!  Happy New Year to all!  --- Diane Lazorchak  



 òShine On Usó  
Presented by Chancel Choir & Friends  

Soloists tell the story of the birth of our Savior.  Above:  Jean Travelstead,  

Gracie  Reilly, Gail Jones.  Below: Tony Isbell, Van Travelstead, Michelle Lazorchak 

RECEIPTS FOR DECEMBER �² GENERAL FUND 

                    
November 30th Receiptsñ$2,324.00 

December 28th Receipts will appear in the February Herald  

      DATE      TOTAL  

12/07/08 $   6,455.00 

12/14/08 $   3,290.00 

12/21/08 $  3,369.00 

TOTAL  $ 13,114.00 

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE 

 
 

11/30/08 Attendance    8:00 amñ16   9:00 amñ17   10:30 amñ123   SSñ33 

  

DATE  
SUNDAY  

SCHOOL  

 
8:00 AM 

 
9:00 AM 

 
10:30 AM 

WORSHIP  
TOTAL  

12/07/08 25 20 18 179 217 

12/14/08 25 Unifed  Service 193 193 

12/21/08 29 31 30 94 155 

12/28/08 10 17 18 59 94 

Average 22 17 17 131 165 

HERALD  DEADLINES:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  
February Herald Mon. 1/19/09  Tues. 1/27 4:00 pm 
March Herald Mon. 2/16/09  Tues. 2/24 4:00 pm 
April Herald Mon. 3/16/09  Tues. 3/24 4:00 pm 
May Herald Mon. 4/20/09  Tues. 4/28 4:00 pm 
June Herald Mon. 5/18/09  Thurs. 5/28 4:00 pm 
July Herald Mon. 6/15/09  Tues. 6/23 4:00 pm 
August Herald Mon. 7/20/09  Tues. 7/28 4:00 pm 
September Herald Mon. 8/17/09  Tues. 8/25 4:00 pm 
October Herald Mon. 9/21/09  Tues. 9/29 4:00 pm 
November Herald Mon. 10/19/09  Tues. 10/27 4:00 pm 
December Herald Mon. 11/16/09  Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:  
 

Each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior to the service on Sunday, 
except for:     Sunday 11/29/09 ð Noon on Tues. 11/24 (Office closed 
on Thurs. & Fri.) and Sunday 12/27/09 ñNoon on Mon. 12/21/09.  


